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* One-guarter of the global burden for
disease Is due to environmental health
determinants, including exposure to
contaminated soll, water, air and toxic
chemicals, which are estimated to
contribute to 5 million deaths among
children annually (WHO).
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International efforts

* |[FCS — Inter-governmental Forum for
Chemical Safety

« SAICM - Strategic Approach to
International Chemicals Management

* Multi-lateral environmental agreements
(Stockholm, Rotterdam, Basel)
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“Widening gap”
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« SAICM Global Plan of Action, Objective

#4 (Capacity building to support national
actions):

“...consider establishing a help desk
which would provide basic advice to
countries and/or refer requests to

relevant sources of expertise, policy
guidance, funding, and guidelines...”
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* Weblog (www.chemhelpdesk.org)
* Weblog Coordinator (full time)

« Secretarial support (full time)

* Advisors (part time)

* IT expert (part time)

* Registered members

« Community of Practice
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Registered users

* Initially, member agencies from 11
countries in South-East Asian region

- WHO country office

- Ministry of Agriculture

- Ministry of Environment

- Ministry of Health

- Ministry of Industry
 MEA focal points
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Community of Practice

* Network of experts
« Affiliated with WHO or CRI

* |dentity Is protected - correspondence
with weblog coordinator only

» Several experts will be approached for
answers to each guestion received by
Chem HelpDesk
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Expert Areas

« Type of chemical - industrial, agricultural,
pharmaceutical, public health, household,
naturally occurring

« Stages in chemical life-cycle - import,
manufacture, storage, transportation, distribution,
use, re-use, recycle, disposal

« Media - air, water, soil, food

« EXxposed groups - women, children, others

« Specific aspects - policy/legislation, awareness,
capacity building, funding opportunities, sources
of information
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Weblog

* The whole process is integrated in the weblog:

- signing In by registered users, experts and
coordinator

- updating member profiles

- asking guestions (registered users)

- posting answers (experts)

- publishing questions & answers (coordinator)

- viewing database of questions and answers (all)

First workshop of users of the Chem HelpDesk, CRI (29/04/10) 15



Chem HelpDesk — Work flow

Experts

Step 3: Experts submit

answers to Chem HelpDesk.
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Introducing the Weblog

 http://www.chemhelpdesk.org
« User Manual available
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